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[ABSTRACT] The incidence of depression is increasing day by day, and its pathogenesis is characterized by complexity and
high recurrence rate. In addition, the pathogenesis has not been elucidated. There are significant differences in the reference indica-
tors between rat and mouse models of different strains. As the experimental modeling of depression is easily affected by gender and
modelling methods, it is necessary to standardize the selection of rat and mouse strains for experimental research. Although the
widely used rat and mouse models of depression can meet the research on most depression diseases, with the in-depth study of
component targets of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM ) and the development of diagnosis and treatment of TCM dialectics, the
improvement and maturity of the depression animal model that is in line with TCM syndrome classification will have more research
values for the basic research of depression in Chinese medicine. Therefore, we summarize and analyze the characteristics of differ-
ent strains of rats and mice based on contemporary literature in this review, in order to provide a more powerful theoretical basis
for the basic research of syndromes on TCM treatment of depression.
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